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Act 4 Scene 1 – Friar Lawrence’s Plan

In Act 4 Scene 1 – Juliet meets with Friar Lawrence 
and together, they create a plan to stop Juliet 

marrying Paris. 

Juliet is desperate and incredibly upset that 
Romeo is banished and that she is set to marry 

Paris come Thursday. 

So much so that she is prepared to die…



Juliet is 
desperate 
for a 
resolution 
or she is 
desperate 
to die. 

She prays 
that Friar 
Lawrence 
can 
provide 
her with a 
remedy. 

Translation of Friar Lawrence’s plan. 
‘Hold on, daughter, I see some hope. But we must act 
boldly because the situation is so desperate. If you’ve 
made up your mind to kill yourself instead of marrying 

Count Paris, then you’ll probably be willing to try 
something like death to solve this shameful problem. You 
can wrestle with death to escape from shame. And if you 

dare to do it, I’ll give you the solution.’



‘Hold on, then. Go home, be cheerful, and tell them you agree to marry 
Paris. Tomorrow is Wednesday. Tomorrow night make sure that you are 
alone. Don’t let the Nurse stay with you in your bedroom. 
When you’re in bed, take this vial, mix its contents with liquor, and 
drink. Then a cold, sleep-inducing drug will run through your veins, and 
your pulse will stop. Your flesh will be cold, and you’ll stop breathing. 
The red in your lips and your cheeks will turn pale, and your eyes will 
shut. It will seem like you’re dead. You won’t be able to move, and your 
body will be stiff like a corpse. You’ll remain in this deathlike state for 
forty-two hours, and then you’ll wake up as if from a pleasant sleep. 
Now, when the bridegroom comes to get you out of bed on Thursday 
morning, you’ll seem dead. Then, as tradition demands, you’ll be 
dressed up in your best clothes, put in an open coffin, and carried to 
the Capulet family tomb. Meanwhile, I’ll send Romeo word of our plan. 
He’ll come here, and we’ll keep a watch for when you wake up. That 
night, Romeo will take you away to Mantua. This plan will free you from 
the shameful situation that troubles you now as long as you don’t 
change your mind, or become scared like a silly woman and ruin your 
brave effort.’

FRIAR 
LAWRENCE’S PLAN 
FOR JULIET TO BE 

WITH ROMEO 



Should Juliet take the 
potion that is being 
given to her by Friar 

Lawrence?

For each argument, for and against, you need to use 
evidence from the text to support your reason. 

Make sure that the points are 3 separate points. 
Think a 3 mark question on the reading paper, 3 
separate ideas!


